
Doctor Who – Series 3 (2007), Episode 5 
“The Evolution of the Daleks” 
 
Full details available at http://www.bbc.co.uk/doctorwho/episodes/2007/305.shtml
 
Clips exploring the boundary between human and non-human (human and Dalek): 
 
00:01:16 - “these humans will become like me” 
 
00:02:23 - “I am Dalek in human form” 
 
00:02:38 - “I feel humanity” to 00:03:44 - “…then its all just noise (Daleks scream)” 
The Doctor and Dalek Sec talk about humans and Daleks; Doctor distinguish between 
the two by the ability to appreciate music 
 
00:04:00 – “Pain. Pain of the flesh…like no Dalek has felt for thousands of years” 
 
00:06:28 – “Its started” to 00:07:27 – “they’re just the footsoliders” 
First appearance of the pig/human army in this episode 
 
00:08:38 – “Observe humanity. For all their faults, they have such courage” 
 
00:09:59 – “Daleks..ain’t we the same? Underneath, ain’t we all kin?” 
 
00:09:57 – “Exterminate” to 00:11:04 – “you will follow” 

• Demonstration of the similarities/differences between human and Daleks: 
Compare the humans’, Dalek Sec’s, and Dalek caan’s reactions to death – is 
Dalek Sec more human or more Dalek? (ref to “I am a Dalek in human 
form”) 

• Dalek Sec then interrupts the extermination of the Doctor…seemingly with an 
excuse. Another Dalek gives him a “questioning” glance – does Dalek Sec 
really want the doctor alive, or is humanity winning out over his Dalek instinct 
to kill the doctor? 

 
00:11:08 – “I’ve got to go. The Daleks just changed their minds. Daleks never change 
their minds” >>> Another way in which Dalek Sec is more like a human than a Dalek 
 
00:13:04 – “those people were defenseless” to 00:13:41 – “…now I am the first of 
mine” 
The doctor and Dalek Sec discuss the death of Solomon. Sec refers to the death as 
being “wrong” – a moral concept 
 
00:15:10 – “the human-Dalek race” 
 
00:15:23 – “…to make them human again?” to 00:15:37 “…that’s going to take a hell 
of a lot of power” 
Dr and Sek discuss the “empty human shells”. Sek implies that because their minds 
have been emptied that everything that makes them human has been lost. 
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00:15:30 – “is still don’t know what you need me for” to 00:16:36 – “if you can help 
me” 
Dr and Sek talk about the relative strengths and weaknesses of human and Dalek 
characteristics. Culminates in the quote “you want to change everything that makes a 
Dalek a Dalek” – is this another feature of what makes some transgenic organisms 
ethically problematic and others less so? The degree to which hybridisation changes 
the organism? A small change may be OK, but a change which alters some 
fundamental characteristic of the organism (in this case “supremacy” – which is the 
primary purpose of the Daleks) is more problematic? cf. the GFP1 mouse that is 
hairless… 
 
00:19:10 – “humans are the great survivors” to 00:19:28 - “…we obey” 
Sek wants to make his new human-Dalek race even more human. He wants them to 
have even more human characteristics. Compare with the Daleks who obey sek 
without question. 
 
00:21:17 – “these pig slaves…” to 00:21:29 – “…beyond a few weeks” 
Sek outlines where the pig-slaves (pig-humans) fit into this classification: they are 
mere beasts – not like humans, nor Daleks. 
 
00:25:31 – “you are no longer a Dalek” 
The other Daleks no longer identify Sek as a Dalek 
 
00:25:27 – “the new bodies will be 100% Dalek” 
The Daleks have interfered with the gene-solution and what would have been a 
human-Dalek race will now be 100% Dalek. Introduces the idea of a continuum: a 
human-Dalek could be anywhere from 100% human to 100% Dalek 
 
00:31:13 – “the army awakes” to 00:31:33 – “music” 
The Dalek-human army awakes. Though they are supposed to be 100% Dalek, they 
still look human. This would imply a majority of human DNA. Just what is it about 
them that makes them 100% Dalek? Is it all in the mind? That their empty minds have 
been filled only with Dalek ideas? 
 
00:35:58 – “humans with Dalek DNA” 
 
00:36:54 – “…anything just the slightest bit different ground into the dirt” 
A Dalek characteristic 
 
00:37:42 – “exterminate” to 00:38:09 – “…increased levels of serotonin” 
The Daleks kill sek. The humans react (including the doctor), and the Dalek-humans 
react physiologically. Are they still physiologically human? 
 
00:38:30 – “exterminate” to 00:39:06 – “we are not Daleks” 

                                                 
1 GFP: Green florescent protein. Responsible for the green bioluminescence of the jellyfish Aequorea 
Victoria, this protein was first identified and studied in the late 1960’s and early 1970’s. Since then the 
gene encoding for this protein has been inserted into a number of transgenic organisms, for example 
mice (see: http://news.independent.co.uk/sci_tech/article76737.ece) and pigs (see: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/4605202.stm),as an in vivo marker of gene expression 
and/or protein localisation (see: http://www.ebi.ac.uk/interpro/IEntry?ac=IPR000786#PUB00020721).  
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The Dalek-humans won’t kill the doctor. They question the order to exterminate. The 
Dalek responds “Daleks do not question orders”...insofar as this identifies a 
characteristic fundamental to what it mean s to be a Dalek, their subsequent 
identification as non-Daleks is correct 
 
00:39:57 – “the Dalek-humans are failures” to 00:40:26 – “genocide” 

• The Daleks “terminate” the Dalek-humans; they have an in-built self-destruct 
– a “terminator gene”? Does this make them more like non-sentient beings? 
Not fully in control of their own destiny? 

• The doctor refers to this as genocide: the destruction of an entire “race”. The 
implication is that the Dalek-humans a category of beings in themselves: 
neither human, nor Dalek; they are a new type of being. 

 
00:40:46 – “now what?” to 00:41:32 – “I won’t cause another” 
Doctor faces Dalek Caan – the last Dalek in the universe. He offers to show Caan 
compassion: another human characteristic that the Daleks do not possess (they did 
not show compassion towards the human-Daleks). The doctor refuses to commit 
another geneocide – implication is that the Dr will not act in a way that is immoral 
(since genocide is considered wrong in human culture); the Daleks do not possess this 
same moral sense – another difference between humans and Daleks. 

N.B. This does not include the human-pig/pig-human hybrids. These would 
complete the continuum: the pig-slaves appear more pig than human, while 
Laslow appears more human than (he is capable of being in love, and toward the 
end it is implied that he should be able to carry on a normal human 
relationship). Could develop this in light of “Daleks in Manhattan”? 

 
 
Technology used: 
 
00:05:34 – “These Daleks sound like the stuff of nightmares” to 00:05:46 - “…you’ve 
got to get everyone out” 
The humans discuss the Daleks plans to breed human-Daleks 
 
00:13:44 – “we tried everything to survive” to 00:15:43 – “open the … plan” 
Dalek Sec tell the Doctor about their experiments 
 
00:16:45 – “the empire state building” to 00:17:29 – “…the army awakes” 
How the Daleks aim to create the human-Dalek race 
 
00:21:01 – “there’s no point in chromosomal grafting…” to 00:21:12 – “we need 
more chromatin solution” 
The Doctor helps out Sek changing the gene solution that will be used in the 
hybridisation 
 
00:23:50 – “the line feeds are ready” to 00:24:32 – “the life blood” 
“there goes the gene solution” 
 
 


